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Lieutenant General Dana Atkins, US Air Force, Retired 

General Atkins is a native of Portland, Ore. He earned his bachelor's 

degree in biology from the University of Portland and holds two master's 

degrees, one in aeronautical science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University and another in national security strategy from the National 

War College.  

A command pilot with more than 4,000 hours in fighter aircraft, Atkins 

has served in a number of key command and staff positions, including 

Commander, 20th Fighter Wing, Shaw AFB, S.C.; Commander, 35th 

Fighter Wing, Misawa, Japan; Vice Commander, 7th Air Force and U.S. 

Air Force Korea; Director of Operations, U.S. Pacific Command; and 

Special Assistant to the Supreme Allied Commander Europe during the 

air war over Serbia. During his career, he flew as a demonstration pilot 

for both the European A-10 Demonstration Team and the U.S. Air Force 

Thunderbirds.  

At the time of his retirement from the Air Force, Atkins served as 

Commander, Alaskan Command, U.S. Pacific Command; Commander, 

11th Air Force, Pacific Air Forces; and Commander, Alaskan North 

American Defense Region, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska. 

He and his wife, Laura, were the 2004 recipients of the General and Mrs. 

Jerome F. O'Malley Award, which recognizes the wing commander and 

spouse whose contributions to the nation, the Air Force, and the local 

community best exemplify the highest ideals and positive leadership of a 

military couple. 

Before becoming the ninth president of MOAA, Atkins served as president 

of Chronicle Media, a print and digital media company based in Augusta, 

Ga., that serves the southeastern U.S. 

  

 



  

  

Program 
 

Reception 

COL (Ret) Juan Chavez 

 

Posting of Colors* 

 Seventy First High School Air Force JROTC Color Guard 

 

National Anthem* 

by Chaplain (LTC) (Ret) Tim Atkinson 

 

Invocation* 

 Chaplain (LTC) (Ret) Tim Atkinson 

 

82nd Airborne Division “All American Chorus” 

 

Dinner Served 

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 

COL (Ret) Juan Chavez 

 

Keynote Address 

Lt. Gen. (Ret) Dana Atkins, USAF, President & CEO MOAA 

 

Installation of Officers 

Lt. Gen. (Ret) Dana Atkins, USAF, President & CEO MOAA 

 

Remarks 

MAJ (Ret) Ira Watkins 

 

God Bless America* 

by Chaplain (LTC) (Ret) Tim Atkinson 

 

Benediction* 

Chaplain (LTC) (Ret) Tim Atkinson 

 

Retirement of Colors* 

 Seventy First High School Air Force JROTC Color Guard 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

*Please Stand 

 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner 

 

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 

 

Thank you for attending the formal installation of the new board of 

directors of the Cape Fear Chapter, Military Officers Association 

of America for the 2-year term beginning 

January 2019. 

 

MAJ (Ret) Ira M. Watkins, USA, President 

MAJ (Ret) George T. Bond, USA, 1st Vice President 

COL (Ret) Richard A. Underwood, USA, 2nd Vice President 

LTC (Ret) Martin C. Williams, USA, 3rd Vice President 

LTC (Ret) Ralph W. Hinrichs, Jr., USA, Treasurer 

Mrs. Sara Ballard, Secretary 


